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Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs Visits Adolescent 
Treatment Provider with DEA; Discusses Increase in Counterfeit Pills 

and Available Resources 
 

Harrisburg, PA – Today, the Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs 
(DDAP) joined the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), and adolescent substance 
use disorder treatment provider, The Bridge, to discuss the increase in availability of 
fake prescription pills online and treatment options for youth with a substance use 
disorder. The conversation took place at Pathways to Recovery, Public Health 
Management Corporation’s (PHMC) partial hospitalization program, that treats 
individuals with co-occurring substance use and mental health challenges. 
 
“The increase in counterfeit pills and their availability on social media platforms 
highlights the importance of parents talking with their children about the risks of taking 
medication that is not prescribed by a licensed medical professional,” said DDAP 
Secretary Jen Smith. “Adolescent treatment providers, like The Bridge, offer specific 
treatment programs to meet the needs of youth and young adults with substance use 
disorder. We encourage anyone with children or youth in their lives who are struggling 
to reach out for help.” 
 
Last year, the DEA issued a Public Safety Alert warning Americans of the alarming 
increase in the lethality and availability of fake prescription pills containing fentanyl and 
methamphetamine.  
 
“Criminal drug networks are mass-producing fake pills and falsely marketing them as 
legitimate prescription pills to deceive the public,” said Thomas Hodnett, Special Agent 
in Charge of the DEA’s Philadelphia Field Division. “Many of these counterfeit pills are 
made to look like commonly diverted prescription pills such as oxycodone, alprazolam, 
and stimulants such as Adderall. Of most concern is DEA lab testing indicates that four 
out of every ten counterfeit oxycodone pill contains a lethal dose of illicit fentanyl.”   
 
Fake prescription pills are widely accessible and often sold on social media and e-
commerce platforms – making them available to anyone with a smartphone, including 
minors. The DEA rolled out a One Pill Can Kill campaign, which raises awareness of 
this trend and provides facts regarding counterfeit pills. The One Pill Can Kill Campaign 
offers an opportunity for the media, parents, teachers, educators, and community 
organizations to raise awareness about counterfeit prescription drugs.  
 

https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2021/09/27/dea-issues-public-safety-alert
https://www.dea.gov/onepill


“PHMC commends DDAP and the DEA for their continued efforts to address this issue 
from a public health perspective,” said Angie Gilbert, PHMC Managing Director of 
Addiction Services. “Adolescents, especially, are at a greater risk for addiction. PHMC’s 
inpatient, outpatient and residential treatment programs provide support to adolescents 
and adults struggling with substance use disorder.” 
 
PHMC is a nonprofit public health institute that creates and sustains healthier 
communities. The Bridge is a PHMC program of Turning Points for Children, a PHMC 
subsidiary, and a nonprofit behavioral health treatment and youth opportunity program 
for adolescents and their families seeking to overcome substance abuse, mental health 
issues, truancy, and other challenges. Since 1971, the Bridge has become a leader in 
the treatment of high-risk youth by helping more than 15,000 adolescents and families 
in the Philadelphia region. The program provides outpatient, intensive outpatient, and 
residential care for adolescents ages 14-18. 
 
Substance Use Disorder Resources 
 
DDAP’s Get Help Now hotline, 1-800-662-HELP (4357), is a trusted resource for youth 
and/or their loved ones if substance use disorder treatment or resources are needed. 
The hotline is confidential, available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and staffed by 
trained professionals who will connect callers to resources in their community. Callers 
can also be connected with funding if they need help paying for treatment. 
 
County drug and alcohol offices, known as Single County Authorities (SCA) often work 
closely with schools to provide prevention programming to youth and are available to 
connect individuals with treatment and resources in their area. A full listing of SCA 
contact information can be found on the DDAP website. 
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