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Gov. Wolf Announces $15 Million for Gun Violence Prevention, Calls 

for Partnership to Improve Community Safety, Equity 
  
Philadelphia, PA – Governor Tom Wolf was joined by state Senate Democratic Appropriations 
Chairman Vincent Hughes in Philadelphia to announce a $15 million increase in funding to 
further support grassroots gun violence prevention efforts through the Pennsylvania 
Commission for Crime and Delinquency’s (PCCD) Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention 
program. 
  
“Pennsylvania, and the nation, continues to fight a tragic gun violence crisis. We need to spark 
change at a local level, which is why I’m glad to commit an addition $15 million to community-
based gun violence prevention programs,” said Wolf. “But I also want to call on our legislators to 
partner with me over this next year to improve public safety and equity. 
  
"This investment is one piece of the puzzle, but we also need to address the systemic and 
structural issues that cause inequity—and harm—in our society," Gov. Wolf said. "We need to 
invest in schools, we need good jobs that pay fair wages, and we need to give communities 
across Pennsylvania the resources they need for a good quality of life.” 
  
PCCD initially had $8 million in state dollars for the next round of Gun Violence Intervention and 
Prevention (VIP) grants to be funded this month. The extra $15 million announced today, 
available through the federal American Rescue Plan, will further extend the reach of community 
violence prevention programming in the commonwealth.  
  
“We are grateful to the governor for his increasing commitment to neighborhood-based solutions 
and his faith in the people who are doing this incredibly challenging work,” Hughes, 
Phila/Montgomery, said. “We know that the need is far greater than the funds available, but this 
announcement is another step toward closing that gap and helping families across 
Pennsylvania thrive in safer communities.” 
  
“Gun violence has had a devastating impact on communities in Philadelphia and across the 
commonwealth – tragically taking lives too soon and leaving families traumatized,” House 
Democratic Leader Joanna McClinton, Phila/Delaware, said. “Working together we can make a 



difference. These violence prevention grants will help community groups strengthen and expand 
programs to prevent gun violence, keep our neighborhoods safe and save lives.” 
  
While gun violence is a statewide issue, it’s most prevalent in urban areas where communities 
of color and low-income communities are disproportionately affected – as they are by so many 
forms of systemic inequality. Between 2019 and 2020, the number of fatal and nonfatal 
shootings in Philadelphia increased by nearly 48%, from 1,450 in 2019 to 2,139 in 2020. 
Pennsylvania was home to 1,752 fatal shootings in 2020 – a 13% increase from 2019. 
  
Michelle Bolling, mother of Philadelphia gun violence survivor Sadiq Nelson, joined the governor 
to share their story. The day after turning 19 in 2020, Sadiq was hit by stray gunfire shot from a 
car window when he was leaving work. His shattered femur took months to heal, but the 
emotional trauma remains. While her son is still alive, Bolling knows many mothers in their 
community whose children did not survive gun violence. 
  
"More people were murdered with guns in Pennsylvania in 2020 than any year on record. This 
important down payment will start to change that trend by investing in the community heroes 
who work tirelessly to staunch the bleeding,” said Adam Garber, executive director, CeaseFire 
PA Education Fund. “I'm thankful Gov. Wolf, Sen. Hughes and so many others fought for this 
investment in safer communities. We each know it is dwarfed by the size of this public health 
crisis, which is why we need to provide even more resources to successful community 
solutions." 
  
Gov. Wolf has worked throughout his administration to combat gun violence. 

• In 2019, he signed an executive order making sweeping changes to gun violence in 
Pennsylvania including the creation of a Special Council on Gun Violence; 

• He has increased funding for PCCD’s gun violence prevention programming and 
invested a total of $38 million over the past two years; 

• In December, he vetoed Senate Bill 565, dangerous legislation that would have removed 
licensing and background check requirements for concealed carry permits and 
overturned Philadelphia’s requirement for a permit to open carry. 

The 2022-23 budget will propose further support for violence prevention and reduction and law 
enforcement. 
  
Note: Photo and video from today’s event available at PACast.com. 

MEDIA CONTACTS:  Elizabeth Rementer, ra-gvgovpress@pa.gov, 717-783-1116   
  

### 

 
 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-takes-bold-action-to-reduce-gun-violence/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-highlights-grassroots-efforts-combatting-gun-violence-amidst-republicans-efforts-to-pass-bills-endangering-communities/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-wolf-vetoes-legislation-to-allow-unvetted-concealed-carry/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fra-gvgovpress%40pa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cchgreenhol%40pa.gov%7Cd677170fef744b195c8208d9dc526701%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637783068746539214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nI3W%2F1OczRpMerRUfq5haNm1pb4pLTHTbRdy6vroUtI%3D&reserved=0

