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Department of Health Partners with Community Groups for Mobile 

Response on COVID-19 Vaccinations, Education to Minority and 

Underserved Communities 

 

Harrisburg, PA – Pennsylvania Department of Health today hosted a press conference 

to announce a partnership with Latino Connection and Highmark Blue Shield, to launch 

the first statewide COVID-19 Mobile Vaccination Clinic tour to provide vaccinations and 

education targeting minority and underserved communities. 

 

“The department has worked across state agencies and with external partners, 

including Latino Connection and Highmark Blue Shield, to identify vulnerable 

populations for whom receiving the COVID-19 vaccine is especially critical,” Acting 

Secretary of Health Alison Beam said. “This partnership is another successful example 

of our health equity efforts to ensure Pennsylvanians, no matter where they live or what 

language they speak, will have access to COVID-19 vaccinations. It also will help 

combat vaccine hesitancy, as trusted nurses will be able to provide patients with factual, 

take-home educational materials about the COVID-19 vaccines.” 

 

Latino Connection will use mobile units to conduct a statewide vaccination and 

education tour. One unit, called CATE (Community-Accessible Testing & Education) 

was used in fall 2020 for a mobile COVID-19 testing tour. All units are equipped to 

conduct COVID-19 vaccinations on-site through a mobile vehicle while educating the 

public on how to stay healthy and safe. This is the first statewide dedicated vaccine 

mobile clinic in Pennsylvania.  

 

“What started as a first-of-its-kind COVID-19 mobile testing and education initiative has 

shifted into overdrive with the launch of the COVID-19 vaccination tour,” George 

Fernandez, Founder and CEO of Latino Connection said. “With more than 120 

vaccination stops and 100 additional educational events on the agenda, these important 

resources will be accessible to people in nearly every region across Pennsylvania. We 

are doing what we know needs to be done, with the resources we have to win the war 

on COVID-19.” 

 

Beginning next week, those who want a vaccine can visit Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/CATEmobileunit for information, or visit www.catemobileunit.com to 

https://www.media.pa.gov/pages/health-details.aspx?newsid=984
http://www.facebook.com/CATEmobileunit
http://www.catemobileunit.com/


pre-register for an upcoming vaccination event near them. A total of 120 mobile 

vaccination events will take place across the commonwealth over the coming months 

and will be added to the website as they are confirmed. Social distancing and masking 

guidelines will be followed at all times at each tour stop. 

 

Additionally, 100 educational table-top events will take place in corner stores and 

bodegas in key locations where individuals who do not have access to the internet, or 

who are in need of assistance, will be able to pre-register for a vaccination event in 

person and will be provided with educational materials in both English and Spanish.  

 

“The start of the statewide mobile unit vaccination and education tour comes at a critical 

turning point in Pennsylvania’s vaccine rollout,” Acting Secretary Beam said. “Starting 

tomorrow, April 13, everyone in Pennsylvania 16 and older will be eligible to schedule 

an appointment for the COVID-19 vaccine. What that means for this tour is a simpler 

process in ensuring everyone who want a vaccine can get one when the mobile units 

come to their community.” 

 

“We partnered with Latino Connection on COVID-19 testing at the beginning of the 

pandemic, so it makes sense that we partner again to now support the life-saving 

vaccination of our community” Kathleen McKenzie, Vice President of Community Affairs 

for Highmark Blue Shield said. “We know this will help getting more shots in arms and 

help so many people. We are proud to have Highmark’s name on this mobile unit that is 

uniquely designed to bring vaccination access and hope to people in the many hard to 

reach rural and underserved communities of Pennsylvania.” 

 

For more information about Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 vaccination program, visit the 

Department of Health’s website, www.health.pa.gov.    

 

While vaccine supply from the federal government remains limited, the Department of 

Health is working to ensure the vaccine is provided in a way that is ethical, equitable and 

efficient. To keep Pennsylvanians informed about vaccination efforts: 

• The Your Turn tool provides a way to register to be alerted when it’s your turn to be 
vaccinated. 

• A commonwealth COVID-19 vaccination guide explains the current process for 
getting one. Pennsylvanians with questions about the vaccination process can 
call the Department of Health hotline at 1-877-724-3258. 

• Vaccine provider map to find a COVID-19 vaccine provider near you.  

• All of the locations that received vaccine and how much they have received can 
be found on the COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution webpage.  

• Vaccine dashboard data can also be found on the website to find more 
information on the doses administered and showcase demographic information.  

http://www.health.pa.gov/
https://covidportal.health.pa.gov/s/Your-Turn
https://www.pa.gov/guides/get-vaccinated/
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Vaccine/Pages/Vaccine.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Vaccine/Pages/Distribution.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Vaccine/Pages/Vaccine.aspx


• The Unite Against COVID Weekly Update is a round-up of news you can use and 
answers to your most pressing vaccine questions – delivered directly to your inbox every 
week.  

• Pennsylvanians can provide feedback on the Pennsylvania COVID-19 Interim 
Vaccination Plan by clicking on the Plan Feedback Form square under Popular Vaccine 
Topics here.  

• Frequently asked questions can be found here.  
 

The Wolf Administration stresses the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19: 

• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer if 
soap and water are not available. 

• Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands. 

• Clean surfaces frequently. 

• Stay home to avoid spreading COVID-19, especially if you are unwell. 

• If you must go out, you are required to wear a mask when in a business or where it is 
difficult to maintain proper social distancing. 

• Download the COVID Alert PA app and make your phone part of the fight. The free app 
can be found in the Google Play Store and the Apple App Store by searching for 
“covid alert pa”. 

Updated Coronavirus Links: Press Releases, State Lab Photos, Graphics 

• Daily COVID-19 Report 

• Press releases regarding coronavirus 

• Latest information on the coronavirus 

• Photos of the state’s lab in Exton (for download and use) 

• Coronavirus and preparedness graphics (located at the bottom of the page) 

• Community preparedness and procedures materials 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS:  Barry Ciccocioppo, Health, ra-dhpressoffice@pa.gov;  

   Stephanie Shirley, Latino Connection, Stephanie@bennisinc.com 
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